
When the ocean’s inhabitants try to 
escape, you know there’s a 
problem. Mark Schrope reports

The dead 
zones



Nutrients carried by the waters of the Mississippi  
are suffocating the Gulf of Mexico



Road to recovery

 “There’s just 
nothing.  
You just  
see dead 
organisms  
on the 
seafloor”



Adapting to the lows



Teetering on the edge

Mark Schrope is a freelance science writer based in 
Melbourne, Florida 

Up the coast in the 
Chesapeake, times  
are bad for crabs  
and fishermen alike

Red tide


